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Transcript
Speaker 1
It's time for the Outspoken Cyclist, your weekly conversation about bicycles, cyclists, trails, travel, advocacy, the bike industry, and much, much more. You can subscribe to our weekly podcast at outspokencyclist.com or through your favorite podcasting app to listen anytime. Now here's your host, Diane Jenks.
Speaker 2
Hello and welcome to the Outspoken Cyclist. I'm your host, Diane Jenks. Thanks for tuning in today. As we wrap up our third and final episode on e-bikes, Ash Lovell and Matt Moore from People for Bikes take us into some of the legal issues and possible remedies to defining and separating an e-bike from an e-moto or e-motorcycle. Absolutely no state in the country makes it legal to ride an e-moto. They exceed the attainable speed limits ascribed to an e-bicycle. and parents are unwittingly buying them for their kids. We're finding ourselves in a no-win situation. Many of these non-bicycle bikes are also getting through customs without any scrutiny, and no one seems to know why or how that's happening. As Ash and Matt explain, People for Bikes is working feverishly to craft legislation to take to D.C., as well as for individual states, and to find a way to inform the public. All daunting tasks. On a positive note, though, there is finally a bill that was introduced on the House floor, the Safe Speeds Act, H.R. 7839, that will define an e-bike as well as get the CPSC involved, which is paramount to seeing safety standards enforced. Here's my conversation with Ash and Matt. Hello, Ash and Matt. Welcome to the Outspoken Cyclist. Thanks for joining me on the show today. How are you both?
Speaker 3
We're so happy to be here. Thanks for having us, Diane.
Speaker 2
It is my pleasure. Matt, how are you?
Speaker 4
I am great and appreciate the invitation to talk to folks on your program.
Speaker 2
Well, I always love talking with people for bikes. Usually I talk to Jen. I know she's busy these days. So let's start with you, Ash. Give us a little bit of background. You're the VP of Government Relations. How do you interact with government? What is it exactly that you do for People for Bikes?
Speaker 3
Great question, and thank you. I became the VP of Government Relations a year and a half ago. And before that, I was the e-bike director. And that was the original role that I started at People for Bikes with. And I was so excited to be the e-bike director because I knew that this was a really important and emerging category for the bicycle industry. My background was in environmental issues and conservation and I worked for the National Park Service for a long time, and I did a lot of climate action work. So all of that was a really great reason to be the e-bike director. And then I had the opportunity to grow in the organization, become the VP of government relations, and I had phenomenal mentorship under Mr. Moore here. And Now I oversee all of our legislative and regulatory work at all levels of government, so federal, state, and local. A lot of that still centers on e-bikes because this is a category that needs to be better defined, both in the regulatory space with CPSC and NHTSA and with our federal regulatory agencies. but also in the legislative space with federal legislation on what is an e-bike and also at the state level and the local level, which is where we do a whole bunch of our work. And then we don't have to talk about it today, but we I also oversee the team that leads all of our tariff work. And so let's we can save that for another podcast.
Speaker 2
And you know what? I'd like to revisit that. I think it would be great. It seems to be a moving target all the time, tariffs, what's going on with it. And I know Giant, if I'm not mistaken, is still stuck in that no man's land. In fact, we spoke about Hans Rey before we actually went live today, and he had to leave Giant pretty much because, you know, they're not operating in the United States right now.
Speaker 3
That is a whole nother kettle of fish that we can boil later.
Speaker 2
Okay. All right. Well, Matt, let's move over to you. Matt Moore, you are an attorney. So what's your role with People for Bikes? And apparently you were mentoring Ash.
Speaker 4
I wasn't most happy to do it. She's really turned into a great leader for us and my job now is supporting her. I will say I was a cyclist long, long before I became an attorney and actually I was a non-driver. So I got all the way through law school without driving, having a driver's license. just got around by bike and bus and good old shoe leather. But I have been an attorney since 1985. My first 10 years, I worked for state and federal courts here in Minnesota. Then I took a job at Quality Bicycle Products just in the warehouse and kind of worked my way up. After about a decade or so, I became their general counsel. which opened a lot of doors to working with the bicycle industry. I had talents that were useful for the Bicycle Product Suppliers Association, so I served on their board, board of the League of American Bicyclists, and eventually the board at People for Bikes. So when they had an opening for an attorney, when their prior attorney left, They asked me if I was interested and I was very interested because I'd been doing a lot of non-profit work all along with the organization. And it just seemed like a really good fit really here to close out my career. So I've been here a little over three years now and work with the government relations team. And my job is a little deeper into the sausage making, analyzing, proposed legislation, drafting amendments, really keeping an eye on the regulatory front with the Consumer Product Safety Commission, all work that I have really been doing for the last 15 years or so in one capacity or another. So it's just been a really, really good fit. QBP, Quality Bicycle Products.
Speaker 2
Boy, have they changed.
Speaker 4
It's a great company, you know, and I was there when I started, you know, it was a rented warehouse. We rode over to an empty field and, you know, got the gold spray painted shovels out and did the groundbreaking for what's now their headquarters building. And just saw that huge expansion, you know, the late '80s and '90s when mountain biking really took off. really drove that company into the leading distributor they are today.
Speaker 2
Yeah. Let me take a moment to reintroduce you. We're speaking with Ash Lovell and Matt Moore from People for Bikes. And so People for Bikes is an interesting entity in the bicycle industry because you're sort of the catalyst between the industry itself and the rest of the world, you know, including regulation, legislation, some of the things that are really important. And one other thing in that is promoting cycling. As I remember, now let me see if I get this right. Everybody, something about everybody on a bike all the time. You know, it's been a lot. I can remember my very first People for Bike, a form that you filled out on paper, analog, in the shop to sign up to become a member of People for Bike. And that had to be back in the late 90s.
Speaker 4
It was. I was actually at KBP at the time when Bikes Belong was founded, 10 companies came together and organized, you know, at the behest of Congressman Jim Oberstar. And the mission was get federal transportation dollars to build bicycle facilities. So that organization, you know, later morphed into People for Bikes. So that has always been kind of the core function of the organization. Then about four years ago, People for Bikes merged with the Bicycle Product Suppliers Association. So as I mentioned, I was on the board then, so I worked with People for Bikes attorney to really do the nuts and bolts of the merger documentation and bylaws and such. And so as a combined organization, we still have those same functions. grow cycling through transportation funding and facilities nationwide, and then represent the interests of the bicycle industry, our members, you know, who fund all of this activity.
Speaker 2
This is a question that's sort of outside of the scope of what we are actually going to focus on for this conversation. And that is you are connected to the industry in a very deep way. I'm wondering how the industry is looking at e-bikes as a product category for the independent bicycle dealer. Now, being an IBD for the last 50 years and knowing how important it is to have industry support, I've often felt like the industry has focused way too much on competition. Let's keep building faster bikes, better bikes, more bikes. Toddy, let's build Toddy's next bike. But there is a whole part of the universe that seems like the industry doesn't focus on, and that is older riders, retirees, younger riders, as in kids, and people who can't maybe afford a car and need a bicycle for transportation. Now you're focusing on e-bikes, which is a really important category for us. And it looks like it's going to get, here's where we're going to get into what we need to talk about. It's going to get derailed if something doesn't happen really soon. And so my concern is, what is the industry saying at the manufacturer level? And then where does the IBD still fit in?
Speaker 4
Oh, you know, it's a complicated question, you know, and Ash kind of summarized, you know, her role. And we have a lot of irons in the fire. constantly. We do work, we monitor legislation in all 50 states. I try to keep an eye on local regulations as well if there's a particularly bad approach. We work federally across multiple agencies. We do mountain bike access, EMTB access. So there's always a lot going on. We're prioritizing e-bikes right now because there is a bit of a crisis out there. on the streets and safety concerns. But, we don't, we can't let all of those other initiatives and focuses lapse. So they aren't emphasized as much right now, but we're still working behind the scenes, for example, on transportation reauthorization. So, and we do that in conjunction with other organizations that really, the league really focuses on state advocacy organizations and individual cyclists. And they represent, they were founded as a really a cyclist union to represent individuals. And of course, the NBDA, you're familiar with them. They are the retail organization. So although the large extent, you know, what we do overlaps, And there's a lot of, points of agreement there. we're there, the focus is slightly different, and we need them as partners to help really drive the overall progress here for the industry. So, e-bikes, five years ago, not a big deal. Now, is it 50% or maybe a little bit more than half of sales in the U.S.? And those are sales for retailers as well as manufacturer members. So yes, it's a very important category and I think worthy of the attention that it's getting right now.
Speaker 2
So let's dive into what's going on. You guys just had your BLC, the Bicycle Leadership Conference in Dana Point, California. I think it was going on two weeks now. E-bikes were a big part of the conversation. You had a three-part session about e-bikes. Tell me what those three parts were.
Speaker 3
I can jump in here. We can talk about, so there was an e-bike slash e-moto session at the BLC, and there's a kind of a three-part strategy that People for Bikes is rolling out on that e-moto issue. But there's also the definition of what an e-bike is, and There's 45 states across the country that use people for bikes model legislation that has three different classes of electric bicycles. And so class one, I know most folks who are listening know this, but I'll go over it. Class one, up to 20 miles an hour, you have to be pedaling. This is what most EMTBs are, pretty much all. And it's also a very popular category across all e-bike sales. Class 2, is using a throttle. So you don't have to pedal. You could pedal. And that also goes up to 20 miles an hour. So within our three-class system, the throttle is very much a part of this. And it's also a very popular category among folks in the US. And then class 3, it goes up to 28 miles an hour. And there is no top limit under the federal definition of how fast you can go when you're pedaling. the industry decided to say like 28 is fast enough. That's what a professional athlete can ride if they're really pedaling hard. And again, you have to be pedaling. It's pedal assist for class 3. So these three pieces of what an e-bike is and the model legislation are on the books in 45 states. 48 states classify an electric bicycle as a bicycle and not a motorized vehicle. New Jersey, we just had a really bad piece of legislation get passed at the beginning of this year. And it's not that you can't ride them. It's that you now have to register them like a motor vehicle and get insurance and all the rest of it. So it's very problematic for retailers in New Jersey because folks don't want these products to be motor vehicles. And the process for getting them registered is not clear or well laid out. But to answer the first part of your question, what did we talk about at the BLC? It's really the solution to the problem of e-bikes being conflated with e-motos. So e-motos are anything that can go faster than 20 miles an hour on throttle power alone. And there are products that look kind of more like a motorcycle. And these are relatively easily identifiable for people like Matt and I who have been in this for a long time. I think they're relatively easily identifiable for other folks as well. What we did last year, and again, credit to Matt on this, was realize that The products that we had been calling out-of-class electric vehicles, OCEVs, for years, but essentially since we started the three-class model legislation initiative 10 years ago, we'd always talked about things that weren't e-bikes, but we used this really clunky, not easy to understand definition of an out-of-class electric vehicle. Didn't roll off the tongue, was difficult for people to understand. Last year, Matt was like, what if we call them e-motos instead? And what if we roll that out, not just with legislatures, but with the media? And so that has been a major initiative of ours, and it's actually been super helpful in the legislative space to give people a word that they understand better than an acronym like OCEV. So as we've been working on this legislative initiative to better categorize e-motos, because I think the industry, the industry isn't aligned on everything, but we're pretty darn aligned on this idea that we need to protect the definition of what a bicycle is. And by doing that, we also need to better define what it's not. So now that we have this legislative initiative around defining an e-moto. We also have the language that the media is using and the public is understanding now. And there's really kind of a three-part piece to this strategy. First is better legislation and these definitions. Second is enforcement. So understanding, helping law enforcement and other enforcement agencies better say this is what an e-moto is and this is what an e-bike is. So when they know what they're pulling over. And 3rd is education, not just for people that are creating policy, but also consumers, law enforcement, retailers, even manufacturers. I think there are folks out there that don't fully understand that the products that they're making don't fit the definition of an electric bicycle. So those three parts, education, enforcement, and legislation are kind of the three pieces of People for Bikes strategy on how to tackle e-motives.
Speaker 2
Let me reintroduce you both again, and then I want to ask Matt a question about the idea of registering these bikes. We're speaking with Ash Lovell and Matt Moore from People for Bikes. And very well put, Ash, that was really easy to understand. Thank you. So Matt, it occurs to me that if somebody wants to register, and let's go back to New Jersey for a moment, they're looking for registration, there's no VIN number on any bike. How are they even assuming that you can get this bike registered and then licensed and then helmets and all of the things that might go with that? Seat belts, you know, whatever it is.
Speaker 4
Diane, this is a really troublesome issue because there are other states that are proposing a registration for electric bicycles. And, you know, all motor vehicles, they're federally regulated. The manufacturer signs up with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration as a vehicle manufacturer. They certify that their product is a motor vehicle and it meets federal motor vehicle safety standards. And they get a range of vehicle identification numbers or VINs that they can use to permanently mark their vehicle. Usually an automobile is marked in multiple places. There's usually a visible number somewhere on the dashboard. And actually legal motorcycles also have a frame number. that you can use to register, prove ownership, that can be important with an expensive vehicle, and provide it to your insurance company because they want to make sure they're only insuring one vehicle at a time, not whatever motorcycles you happen to have. So New Jersey was the first state to require registration of class three electric bicycles. That started back in 2019. when they first adopted the class system. They adopted class one and two as low-speed electric bicycles, but they were reluctant with class three. They're like, we think those are motorized bicycles, so they are gonna be in the motorized bicycle category. They will need registration, a driver's license for the operator, and insurance. Well, it turns out their Department of Vehicle Services never created a process for registration of electric bicycles. So since 2019, no one has actually been able to register a class 3 electric bicycle in New Jersey. And that remains true today. We're a couple months away from a requirement for registering also class 2 and class 1 in New Jersey. There's no process to do that. So it's extremely troublesome. E-bikes will have a serial number somewhere that's required for the CPSC. They're regulated by a different agency altogether as consumer products, not motor vehicles. So any state that's looking at some sort of registration system is going to have this barrier to doing it accurately.
Speaker 2
So let's take a short break. And when we come back, I want to ask you about people conflating the idea of an e-bike with an e-moto and what some of the dangers are. We're speaking with Matt Moore and Ash Lovell from People for Bikes. We're talking about e-bikes. This is the third in our three-part series on e-bikes. We started with Hans Reh, went to Larry Pisi. Now we're talking with People for Bikes. You're listening to the Outspoken Cyclist. We will be right back. We are back on the Outspoken Cyclist. I'm Diane Jenks, and we are talking with Matt Moore and Ash Lovell of People for Bikes about e-bikes. And now I want to know what, Matt, you think about the people at all kinds of levels, and certainly parents buying these bikes for their kids. not understanding the difference between an e-bike and an e-moto. I know kids are getting into trouble. I don't know, there's something about swarming in California, my husband just told me this morning. So how can we break these into these two categories so that the general public and people selling them and people importing them, because I know a lot of these bikes are bought online, which is, do they really know what they're buying?
Speaker 4
This is a huge problem and it's not because there is a huge gray area or confusion in the legal definitions. It is because some of these importers and manufacturers are trying to, I would say, play fast and loose with the regulations that exist. Many of these products that are e-motos, because they're way more powerful than an electric bicycle, they go way faster. Anything that goes over 20 mph by using a throttle, just the motor power alone is a motor vehicle under federal law. It's subject to those federal motor vehicle safety standards and all those other requirements that I went through previously, you need to register as an importer of a motor vehicle. They are not doing that.
Speaker 2
How do they get away with not doing that?
Speaker 4
I don't know how they get away with it. It's very rare that NHTSA takes any sort of action against any of these manufacturers. In fact, there was just a case only recently within the last month where 34 non-compliant, they were basically electric scooters, was stopped at the port and seized because they weren't registered with NHTSA and they didn't comply with federal motor vehicle safety standards. That is a rare exception. They have the authority to regulate these motor vehicle importers and they are not really doing a very good job. Who is they? NHTSA, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, part of the Department of Transportation. They have the statutory authority to regulate this area and enforce those regulations. So what we see. C is, I would say, product design and marketing from these importers that is designed to confuse the public. They will use words like e-bike, which unfortunately that is not a legal vehicle type. There are electric bicycles, that's a vehicle type, and there are motorcycles. The e-bike really doesn't exist in the law. It's a generic term, which is part of the problem. Hey, I just bought this new e-bike. Well, What is it? an electric bicycle or did you get a motorcycle? And it really could be either one. And they kind of capitalize on that by not really informing the consumer. So there are various things they will do. They will put pedals on what is actually a motorcycle. It goes 45 miles an hour. The only reason it has pedals to try and pass it off as an electric bicycle. Wow. They will have multiple speed settings. Okay, this vehicle is limited to 20 miles per hour, ships as a class two electric bike. But there are three other speed settings or a no speed limiting setting that unlocks the motor power and speed. So it goes way faster. It goes as fast as a motorcycle. And they claim that is an electric bicycle. I'm not sure how they get away with that, because that's not what the law says.
Speaker 2
Okay, you're an attorney in this space. Is there a place to go to legally challenge this idea of an e-moto not being a bicycle?
Speaker 4
What we have seen, and there's, to my knowledge, there's just one case where a consumer bought what they thought was an electric bicycle, and it turned out to be a motorcycle that they couldn't legally use without registering. And it's impossible to register because there's no VIN.
Speaker 2
Right.
Speaker 4
Otherwise, in our view, selling a motor vehicle as something that doesn't require registration or a driver's license and misleading the public, that would be consumer fraud. So what we have done is brought legislation, helped pass legislation in Utah, Minnesota, and I believe Colorado now has a law as well, that your seller has to disclose truthfully what type of vehicle they're selling. If they use the word e-bike or electric bike in their advertising, they need to have a disclaimer that says, oh, by the way, this is a motor vehicle in Colorado or Minnesota, and you need to register it. Those laws have been on the books for one to two years now. No attorney general has enforced this statute yet.
Speaker 2
Well, that was going to be my next question. Is anybody enforcing that?
Speaker 4
So an attorney generals definitely have the power to do that. You know, when vapes came on the scene and vape companies were selling and marketing to kids, you know, with all these flavored products, there was an immediate lawsuit by multiple states against the vape companies and they had to change their marketing practices.
Speaker 2
Right.
Speaker 4
That hasn't happened with Emotos. It probably should happen because, you know, we're seeing these vehicles sold by the hundreds of thousands and leading to crashes and injuries and even fatalities across the country. You know, sooner or later, these things are going to are going to gather more scrutiny. And our role right now is to point out, number one, hey, these aren't electric bicycles to legislators. And then, secondly, offer solutions that are really directed at the actual problem. These kids aren't riding class 3 step through electric bicycles. They are wanting and their parents are purchasing electric motorcycles because that's the hot thing. And I understand it. but they're motor vehicles and that they're not really appropriate for children.
Speaker 2
So the question becomes, the first couple of fatalities are gonna be really devastating, possibly to the industry. And so that's where I'm wondering how the industry can somehow better educate the public, because apparently, It ain't going to happen from the manufacturers. The guys who are making these e-motos just want to sell bikes.
Speaker 4
Exactly. And the marketing is kind of unbelievable because they will have- Yeah, sure. They will have disclaimers, you know, oh, you know, check your local laws. Well, the things aren't legal to ride anywhere. There are just not legal, period. And unfortunately, those fatalities are already happening. So the New Jersey law, that was in direct response. to two fatalities that happened in the weeks ahead of the law being amended and reintroduced. That happened on e-motos, not electric bicycles. But pointing that fact out over and over to legislators in New Jersey just made no difference. So, and that's the kind of the threat we're seeing is Legislators, they hear about it from mayors. They hear about it from police chiefs. They hear about it from citizens. It's like, you need to do something. We have this problem in our communities, and it's your job to fix it. And they focus on, again, e-bikes. Well, it's those e-bikes. We need to put more stringent regulations in place for e-bikes. And our mission is to carefully explain that electric bicycles, they're already regulated federally by every state. Lots of cities have specific ordinances dealing with electric bicycles. E-motos. They are already not complying with all of the regulations that apply. And some of them, electric dirt bikes, that's a huge category. They're fat tires. They have a motorcycle styling. They're really not designed safely or engineered very well. You know, if you look at the price points, you know, $1,200, you can barely build a quality conventional bicycle and sell it at that price point. It's crazy. And the reason is there are no safety standards whatsoever for electric dirt bikes. No rules. No testing, no certification by the manufacturer, nothing.
Speaker 2
I have a question for you, Ash. We just had the National Bike Summit, and the purpose of the summit is to gather delegates from all over the country to appeal to our legislators about an ask. Now, I don't know what the ask was this year. Perhaps you do, but I'm wondering how influential the League of American Bicyclists is, and I know you guys back them up. So what did happen at the Bike Summit and were e-bikes part of that conversation?
Speaker 3
E-bikes are part of most of the conversations that we're having at this point. And as Matt alluded to earlier, we work really closely with the league and NBDA and we're, you know, in monthly meetings with them at this point. We joke in DC about the big bad bike lobby and how we often outperform other lobbying groups on issues that we really need to align around. So One of the big things that's coming about this year is not just state legislation on e-motos, but also federal legislation just dropped within the last week called the Safe Speeds Act. And this is bipartisan legislation that's designed to better define what is an electric bicycle and also what is not. And we have had a hand in helping the folks that introduced this legislation craft it and make sure that it aligns with what the industry needs. We also know that there were multiple other groups that were involved in the crafting of this legislation. So it's a really big deal to have not just a state-by-state conversation about this, but a federal conversation about this. You know, we talk about the difference between legislation and regulation. Legislation is what Congress does. Regulation is what, you know, the regulatory agencies like CPSC do. CPSC hasn't been able to do much lately. There was a lot of conversation about battery safety over the last couple of years, and we had a lot of progress with a Torres bill on battery regulations. That has essentially stalled out with the CPSC. This new bill, the Safe Speeds Act would encourage the CPSC to kind of restart the conversation about mechanical standards and continue the conversation around electric bicycles at a federal level. And this is really important for our manufacturers because if we're playing whack-a-mole in all 50 states and in thousands of municipalities, the chances for them to have to comply with very different requirements across the state is high, and that's a real problem for manufacturers. If we can get something done federally, that is a way better solution for manufacturers, but also for retailers, because they don't have to tell people something different depending on where they are. And then there's the whole piece of the recreation side of where can these things be ridden and where can they not be. That's a whole, again, a whole nother can of worms that we can open at a different time, but would love to talk about that because there actually is a lot happening in the recreation space around bicycles and electric bicycles right now.
Speaker 2
Oh, absolutely. Do you know the number of the Safe Speeds Act and who introduced it?
Speaker 3
It was Congressman Dave Minn who introduced it. And give us a second.
Speaker 2
I know that name. That sounds familiar to me.
Speaker 3
He was a state congressperson out of California before moving to federal.
Speaker 2
I guess that's something that listeners could do is contact. their legislators saying, look at this bill, this is important. What does it actually say? Does it say anything that we could summarize in a fairly short order without going into all of the language?
Speaker 4
Yes, and it's H.R. 7839, the Safe Speeds Act. The other co-authors were Congressman Lawler from New York and Congressman Huffman, I believe he's from California. So the bill will direct the CPSC to evaluate electric bicycles and electric off-road motorcycles and develop a classification and labeling system for both of those categories of devices. And those are under the jurisdiction of the CPSC. It will also direct the CPSC to develop recommended age guidelines. This is a huge, huge issue. It's difficult for the industry. You know, most manufacturers aren't not making electric bicycles for kids. Some are with limited speeds, but, you know, mostly they're saying, hey, you need to be six, at least 16 to use this electric bicycle. Those are the main features of the of the bill. It's actually not very long. So, you know, that was it. We need the CPSC to do more in this area and help us out with some with some standard classification and labeling. And interestingly, when the CPSC adopts a regulation, a mandatory standard, you need to certify that your product meets that standard at the border. And if your product actually does not meet the standard, you might face a recall. You could be fined millions of dollars by the CPSC. for violating their regulations. So it's an important, you know, it's a large hammer that the government can use to help police this area, which, as we've talked about right now, is essentially unpoliced.
Speaker 2
When do you think this bill will come up for either markup or review or even passage?
Speaker 4
Wow, that is that is a big question for any bill going through Congress. You know, the average, you know, I don't discourage folks, but the average time for a bill to go through Congress is about seven years. That's those are the ones that pass, you know, and there's maybe less than 5% of bills that are introduced get make it into.
Speaker 2
I feel like I feel like we don't have seven years.
Speaker 4
No, no. So It will depend on, how much noise there is from people in congressional districts who have this problem. And this is a, that the battery safety legislation, the Torres bill, that is, they could take that up at any time. The language is agreed to both how both the House, the House and Senate have approved the language. It has almost been in a couple budget bills and been taken out in those last-minute meetings before something actually gets passed and signed. So that one's very close, and that one moved really quickly because there was that urgent need to combat battery fires and unsafe batteries. So it depends on the urgency.
Speaker 2
Does anybody have... a dog in that fight who would not want to see this legislation pass that's big enough to kill it?
Speaker 4
I don't think so. I mean, ordinarily, manufacturers of consumer products are not exactly on the same side as Consumer Reports. You know, they do a great, profound public service by identifying unsafe products, calling attention to it, evaluating them, telling consumers, giving them information about products so they can make smart decisions. But they're a co-sponsor of this bill along with People for Bikes. We're on the same side here. It's like we want this additional regulation in this area where our members make their living. So we're calling for that. That's unusual. Usually manufacturers are kind of fighting off additional government regulations. That's just not the case. So As far as folks opposed to it, I don't think so. I don't want to make it suggest that they get organized, but the e-moto manufacturers, they're all kind of, you know, fly by night, fly under the radar, don't pay any attention to me organizations at this point. They don't have a trade association or lobbyists. And they don't have a very good story to tell. I'm just hoping someday they show up at a state hearing and explain why they're selling motorcycles to children. I would love that.
Speaker 2
Yeah, right, exactly. That wouldn't go over too well with anybody I can think of. Wow, just unbelievable how weird it is. So the last thing I want to talk about is how to promote cycling as opposed to emoto, how to promote cycling at every level, from teaching children to ride when they're young to reminding people they can ride bicycles as long as they can balance and stand on 2 feet.
Speaker 4
Or after, if they get a recumbent or a tricycle.
Speaker 2
Well, there is that, there is that, there is that. True. Because I feel like we've lost an entire generation of young people who are not riding the way we rode and the way we ride. I mean, I ride a tandem anymore. I don't ride a single, but we still ride a bike, a bicycle. I'm just wondering where people for bikes seize. the next generation of cyclists getting on bikes and riding.
Speaker 4
You know, I'll let Ash speak to our work, you know, in improving participation in youth cycling. But if you look at this in the big picture, and again, I was in the bike industry for 26 years. So I know that young people riding bicycles, you know, it's just heartwarming to see. I live across the street from a grade school where all the neighborhood kids, you know, learn how to ride a bike in the parking lot. You don't see that much anymore. Even in Minneapolis, you know, we have a strong cycling culture, but increasingly that what kids, preteens and teens want is one of these emotos. And that's a serious threat to the industry because if they have a machine that can go 30 miles an hour and just twist the throttle, I never have to put any energy into it myself, why would I buy a bicycle when I'm an adult?
Speaker 2
Well, especially if your parents aren't ready to buy you a car, suddenly you have a transportation option that is pretty close to it?
Speaker 4
You know, it might, it definitely will get people out of cars, I think. But again, these devices, they aren't made to safety standards. A lot of them use bicycle components and brake systems and forks that are not designed for a faster device. The safety issues, they're crossing over to be into becoming electric bicycle issues uh for in perception and in legislation um so that's a threat but like I say uh the the fact that so many e-motos are being purchased you know those aren't bikes and electric bikes that our industry is selling they're they're going to they're going to these e-moto manufacturers most of which are based overseas
Speaker 2
okay Ash so how we going to get them on bikes
Speaker 3
So I think we've been, we've spent the majority of this conversation talking about this threat of e-motos. And, Matt just gave us a really good, reason to be concerned about youth riding e-motos as opposed to e-bikes. What if we see this as an opportunity? Look at Europe and look at how bikes are ridden in Europe. They're used for transportation. In the US, a lot of our cycling culture is around recreation. That is great. It's fabulous that we have Nika teams all across the country. And we have actually the latest data that we have on participation is that youth riding is growing, which is, you know, the first time this has happened in a few years. If we can harness this movement of youth recognizing the potential for, quote unquote, micro mobility as a transportation option, as opposed to having their parents drive them everywhere, if we can create products that are appealing to youth, that are also safe and well made and certified to all the standards that they need to be and are electric bicycles, I think we could harness the current movement and make it something that means that folks are riding for transportation. I think that may require that brands rethink the way that they're creating some of their products if they want to appeal to a certain demographic. this moto style, if it only goes up to 20 miles an hour and fits the rest of the e-bike category, that could be a really good thing for getting people on e-bikes. But that's going to require some adaptations from the industry. I also think continuing to focus on getting younger kids riding in a recreation type space, getting them to love to ride. But we need to focus on safety. Safety is, I think, the number one issue that the whole industry needs to align around. Safe places for people to ride is the thing that People for Bikes was created to do. And as the trade association and the largest advocacy organization in the country, this is our core purpose is to create safe places for people to ride because we know that makes more people want to ride. I think there's a ton of potential here and we need to unify more as an industry. The conversations that we're having about certain components and certain aspects of how we make our products is distracting from the larger issues of safe products, certified products, products that fit the existing category definitions. If I have a call to action for the industry, for retails, for everyone else, it's let's try to focus on the things that we can all point toward together in this super challenging time for the industry with tariffs and all of the other headwinds that we're up against. The more unified we can be, the more effective we will be to get more people riding.
Speaker 2
This has been a great conversation. I think we should pick it up again. Safety, absolutely. It's something I want to talk about. We'll keep watching this new House bill coming up, and hopefully listeners will actually contact their legislators and say, look at this, it's important. Thank you so much. We've been speaking with Matt Moore and Ash Lovell from People for Bikes. We'll get in touch again. I hope you have a wonderful spring and let's keep riding bikes.
Speaker 3
Thanks, Anne.
Speaker 2
Thanks, Anne. Thank you. have a wonderful day. My thanks to Ash Lovell and Matt Moore for a really solid conversation to wrap up our three-part e-bike series. You can always find out more about what is happening with legislation, policy, infrastructure, and more at peopleforbikes.org. please consider contacting your congressperson and letting him or her know that you want to see House Bill 7839 fast-tracked. On our next episode, we're beginning a series on upcoming events around the U.S. this spring and summer, including the annual Tour de Trees, a Ride to Work event in the D.C. area, the Lung Association's 43rd annual trek across Maine, and a review of a great book, TransAm by Paul Dunt, in anticipation of the 50-year anniversary of Bike Centennial. Remember that you can find links, photos, and a written transcript of the show at outspokencyclist.com. Subscribe to the podcast on your favorite app, and follow the podcast on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube. Check out my Substack for additional commentary on a variety of topics. If you find the Substack interesting and informative, please consider a donation to help keep it and me going, whether just one time or monthly. Your support means the world to me. Please stay safe, Stay well, and remember, there is always time for a ride. Bye-bye.
Speaker 1
Thanks for joining us today on The Outspoken Cyclist with Diane Jenks. We welcome your thoughts and contributions on our Facebook page. or visit outspokencyclist.com to leave a comment on any episode. We will be back next week with new guests, topics, conversations, and news in the world of cycling. Subscribe to the show in your favorite podcast app and you'll never miss an episode. The Outspoken Cyclist is a copyrighted production of DBL Promotions with the assistance of WJCU-FM Cleveland, a service of John Carroll University. Thanks again for listening, ride safely, and we'll see you next week.




